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AATG Business Meeting: April 19th, 2012 Hot Springs, AR
Members Present: Horst Lange, Tam Stassen, Jennifer Lusk, Freddie Bowles, Kathleen Condray, Megan Brazle, Betsy Leopard, Susanne Wagner, William Davis, Anna Baker, 
Guests Present: Sondra Curits, Nina Spinner, Keith Cothrun (AATG, Executive Director) 

The meeting was called to order by Susanne Wagner at 4:10 pm
· Fall 2011 Meeting Minutes are approved

· Revised Constitution and Job Descriptions (Fall 2011 meeting) were handed out

· Membership:  We have 24 paying members, which is down from last year.  

· AFLTA Board meeting report: 

·  Grants:  There is LOTS of money for different things.  AFLTA is adding more grants and making things more flexible.  They are giving up to $1000 for first time attendees/first time recipients for a national or regional conference.

· Festival:  There was no German at the state level due to lack of participation.  District Festivals went really well.  Discussion of having a Festival Liaison to help disseminate information.

· Business Report:  AFLTA is one of or the richest language associations in the country.  That’s why there are grants available.  Graduate students can apply for those grants as well.  AFLTA webpage provides all info about those grants.  www.aflta.org
· ACTFL Conferences:  Dave McAlpine (UALR), the next ACTFL president, is from Arkansas.  This year would be the year to go to the ACTFL conference in Philadelphia.  AFLTA has been asked to sponsor part of the president’s reception for the national conference.  

· SCOLT:  AFLTA has been asked to partner with them for the Regional Conference in Memphis in 2014.  No money is involved for members.  Because of this, in April 2014 there will be NO spring AFLTA conference in Hot Springs.  Basically the conference is moving locations.  Dates are March 13-15, 2014

· Nominations: Sherrie Ray was nominated for 2nd Term Executive Director, Stephanie Dhonau for President

· Friends of Foreign Language Award:  This award now has 2 categories, Educator and Community Member.  

· Spring Retreat: Do we want to apply for an AATG grant?  An AFLTA grant?  PD codes are not a problem.  Tam moves to have a couple people organize the Spring Retreat, this motion is seconded.  Jennifer would do the ideas, who is going to organize?  Speakers? Topics?  When to do it?  Location?  Tam will be on the committee with Jennifer and Sondra Curtis.

· Treasurer’s report as of April 2nd:  $943.77 in the account.  Discussion of how to not have the account on Tam’s personal financial records.  The Federal Tax ID# is necessary and will be obtained from AATG National.

· Testing Chair Report:  Numbers are down for the test.  Of those who took the test, most didn’t want to go to Germany or they were too young.

· Nominations:
· Positions: Starting Mai 30, 2012: All officers need to be AATG members

· President: Sarah Bunton

· Vice President:  Anna Baker
 

· Membership Chair: Susanne Wagner

· Secretary: Megan Brazle  

· Webmaster: William Davis 

· Testing Chair: Horst Lange  

· Spring Retreat Committee:  Jennifer Lusk, Sondra Curtis, Tam Stassen

· Festival Liaison: Megan Brazle

· ADHE Liaison: Sarah Bunton

· Awards:  Nomination deadline May 18, 2012.  All awards are on the AATG website.

· New Business:  

· Gena Seidenschwarz at Museum of the Grand Prairie.  We have the opportunity to help with a summer kids’ camp in German in Stuttgart, AR, as well as a German Heritage Festival.  UALR German club is already involved with the German Heritage Festival in May.  It would be nice to have someone volunteer—it doesn’t require much commitment.  

· Festival Liaison:  Responsible for disseminating information about festivals, Megan Brazle volunteers.

· Q&A with Keith Cothrun

· Webinar series Tuesdays at 5pm.  Preregister through AATG website $25 for 1 hour of instruction.  Through the 1st week of June.  2nd series coming.  August:  Teaching autistic children German.  

· Webinars are also available on-demand.  $20

· Discussion of the NGExam—how it might be changing and what would be beneficial.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 pm

Prepared by Megan Brazle, AATG Secretary
